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IT IS NOW THE DOGS’ TURN – LARGE DOG KENNEL RENOVATIONS
BY JANET BAILEY, RENOVATIONS CHAIRMAN

We are continuing the renovation of our shelter by completing the first phase of a two-part project for our large and
small dog kennels. Our contractor, Scott McNutt, Eden Garden Construction of Harpers Ferry, started work this
summer.
With funds raised at our 2016 Valentine Buffet we have been able to complete the exterior of the west side large dog
kennels by extending the roofline to provide shelter from the elements for all five dog runs.
Additional improvements:
• installation of a new HVAC system
• a new ceiling with additional insulation and
		
recessed LED lighting
• replacement of the heating and AC vents and
		
vent covers
• placement of sound panels above the kennels to
		
lessen interior noise
• new interior half-glass entry door from the main
		
shelter leading into the large dog kennels
• new exterior door to allow the small dogs access
		
to the outside areas
• additional fire door with keypad lock in the
		
isolation room hallway
• installation of audio speakers to allow the shelter
		
staff to pipe in music, providing a calming
Dannie Wall, Scott McNutt and Janet Bailey
		
atmosphere for our residents.
Our goal for the next Purrfect Valentine Buffet on February 11, 2017 is to raise enough money to finish phase two of
the dog kennel renovation, which will include preparing the concrete flooring to receive a new epoxy floor and all new
interior gates and outside kennels for the ten large dog runs. We anticipate this work will begin in the spring of 2017.
A special thanks to Dannie Wall and Janet Bailey and the entire Renovation Committee for all their time and efforts in
keeping this project on track.
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The Animal Welfare Society of Jefferson County
operates a no-kill shelter for homeless animals,
located on Leetown Pike, next to the Jefferson
County Fairgrounds. The shelter may be reached
at 304-725-0589 and is open to the public during
the following hours:
Wednesday thru Saturday 11 am - 4 pm
Sunday thru Tuesday 11 am - 2 pm
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GWEN SHELTON dedicated a year of volunteer
experience before she took on the responsibility
of shelter manager, which she held for four
years. The AWS Board of Directors appreciates
the service of Gwen for her dedication to the
shelter and all of the animals.

CHRISTINA CRONE, newly hired shelter
manager, brings experience in animal care
and supervision of staff as well as a plan in
marketing strategies. Please welcome Christina
the next time you are at the shelter.

Bark In The Park Celebrates Its 10th Year
by Jane Tarner, AWS Board Member

The 10th annual Bark in the
Park was a great success.
This annual event took
place on June 4th at the
Jefferson Memorial Park in
Charles Town and raised
over $5,500 for the animal
shelter and its programs.
The event was blessed with
comfortable temperatures,
which resulted in many
of the canines and their
companions spending more
time competing in contests; games; visiting vendors; watching canine
demonstrations by Kate Poulson and Elizabeth Hostler of Greensburg
Bed and Biscuit; face painting; great food from
Big Daddy’s BBQ; and making dog friends.
Over 60 dogs visited and participated in the
pledge obstacle course, especially enjoying the
soggy paws pool. Pet contests brought smiles
and laughter to observers and judges, Sheriff
Pete Dougherty and dog trainer, Elizabeth
Hostler, of Greensburg Bed and Biscuit. Along
with games, the Biscuit Walk and Red Light
Green Light, 20 dogs were microchipped and
many participated in paw print painting at the
Greensburg Bed and Biscuit booth. This annual
fundraiser
would not be possible without
the sponsors: German Shepherd
Level- Hillside Veterinary Hospital,
McKinney’s Auto Repair and Towing,
Sheehan Insurance; Labrador Level- JLB
Business Solutions, Anne and Dennis
Small, Greensburg Bed and Biscuit,
Cornerstone Lawn Services, LLC and
Welsh Sound, LLC; Terrier Level- Black
Dog Coffee in Bardane, J and K Precision
Auto Care, TFG Appraisals, The Fisher
Group, 3 Dog Farm and Tri-State Pet
Care. Next year’s event will be on June
3rd- Come out and enjoy the fun!!!

WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING?
K KIDS HELPING PETS GET ADOPTED
By Carrie Angel

It might be impossible for any one person to adopt every
pet in need of a good home, but these kids are doing
the next best thing — bringing shy shelter dogs out of
their shells. An innovative new idea, called the K–Kids
Reading Program, is already making a huge difference
for animals at the Animal Welfare Society of Jefferson
County. The idea is simple: train kids to read to dogs
as a way of readying them for forever homes, all while
instilling a greater sense of empathy in the youngsters,
too. “We wanted to help calm shy and fearful dogs
without forcing physical interaction with them to see the
positive affect that could have on them,” said program
director Karen Scott. “We are at the shelter from 3:00 pm
to 4:00 pm every Wednesday.”
The children are then trained in how to read a dog’s
body language to understand if a dog is stressed or
anxious. Those pets, whether it is cats or dogs, says Scott,
are the ones most in need of special attention. The young
volunteers are then encouraged to sit in front of a shy
dog’s kennel with a book and read to the dog or they can
read to a cat — a simple gesture that can go a long way.
“Ideally that shy and fearful dog will approach and show interest. If so, the kids reinforce that
behavior by tossing the dog a treat,” said Scott. “What this is also doing is to bring the animals
to the front in case potential adopters come through. They are more likely to get adopted if they
are approaching and interacting, rather than hiding in the back or cowering.” The more timid
dogs aren’t the only ones benefiting from the program. High-energy dogs, too, have shown
improvements from being read to.
“Hearing a child reading can really calm those animals. It is incredible, the response we’ve seen
in these dogs.”
But while the added practice is no doubt beneficial to them as students, they’re getting
something even more important out of it. “It’s encouraging children to develop empathy with animals. It’s a peaceful, quiet
exercise. They’re seeing fearfulness in these animals and seeing the positive affect they can have. It encourages them to look at
things from an animal’s perspective. That helps them better connect with animals and people in their lives.” Though the reading
program has only recently been launched, Scott says it’s been successful in helping dogs find forever homes. Best of all, kids in the
area are as excited as anyone about getting involved. AWS is thrilled about this program and the animals are too.
The Charles Town City Council and Mayor Peggy Smith recently teamed with the Jefferson County School Board to launch “The
Golden Rule Initiative.” This highlights area elementary students who are going above and beyond to make their communities a
better place in which to live. All of the K-Kids who volunteered their time reading to the animals at AWS were the first recipients
to receive this special recognition. A ceremony was held at City Hall in September where the mayor personally thanked every
student for their volunteer efforts.

COVENANT CHURCH TEENS PROVIDE
COMMUNITY SERVICE
by Dixie Dunn
On Saturday Aug 13, Charity Wratchford from Covenant Church said
the church was planning a “Day of Service” for high schoolers. She
brought a group of 15 students to the shelter that day to work. They
came at 9:30 a.m. on one of the hottest days of the summer. The youth
were very enthusiastic about helping, weeding the back kennel area
of the shelter and cleaning the kennel houses that provide shade for
the animals outside. They rounded up all the toys to be cleaned as
well. After the work was done the students were taken on a tour of
the shelter to meet the animals for whom they had worked so hard.
Thank you, Covenant Youth, for all the help you provided!
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FURRY FITNESS EVENT by Dixie Dunn
On July 23, the Shepherd University Wellness Center sponsored a Furry Fitness event that
highlighted Yoga with Kittens. We all love our feline friends, but if you were wondering why
kitties were roaming in the yoga studios over the weekend, then you’ll be pleased to know it was
for a very good cause. The event raised donations of money and food for the non-profit Animal
Welfare Society, as well as for three other animal organizations. It was a great way to bring cat
lovers together in a unique way. The calm atmosphere made it more comfortable for the kittens
to approach people. Eight kittens from the AWS shelter participated, but kitten “Frost” definitely
had the most fun. She scampered all
through the gym chasing toys while
one of her friends calmly sat at the
window watching people swim in
the pool below. Was it fun doing yoga with the kittens? One
participant said that doing yoga with cats “felt like pure love,”
adding, “What they give is no-judgment, non-biased love.” Our
thanks to the Wellness Center staff, especially to Jenny Seeley
and Becky Richmond, who coordinated this great event!

AWS PAINT NIGHT
AWS held its first Paint Night fundraiser on Sept. 14th at the Town Run
Brewing Company in Shepherdstown. Thirty hopeful artists and AWS
supporters gathered for the popular and ever growing painting event.
Board member, Dawn Rodgers, got the ball rolling by contacting, Jane
Bostic of The Colored Canvas (www.thecoloredcanvas.com) to organize
this fun night. After looking at many pictures from which to choose, a
fall foliage picture was chosen. The Town Run Brewing Company was
a wonderful location, with great food, beverages and plenty of elbow
room for the budding artists. Each artist was supplied with an apron,
brushes, paint, canvas and step by step directions by the instructor.
Each artist put their own touches on their artwork so, like a snowflake,
no two paintings looked alike. Be sure and follow AWS on facebook for
future paint nights.

BRIDGE GALLERY SPONSORS FUNDRAISER FOR AWS
Kathryn Burns, owner of The Bridge Gallery in Shepherdstown, organized a unique
fundraiser to benefit AWS. Kathryn encouraged many area artists to donate a piece
of art for a month’s art sale at her gallery. Throughout the month, art enthusiasts
visited the gallery to purchase their favorite items. The end result was a wonderful
donation of over $1,600!! Thank you Kathryn!!

CAR WASH BENEFITS AWS
On a Friday, June 24th, the American Public University System Financial Aid Advising
department held a car wash for AWS. Over 40 APUS employees from that department
volunteered to work at the event, which
was organized by Jill Beck and Michelle
Shuff. Volunteers washed cars, sold
baked goods, cooked and served hot
dogs, drinks, chips and stood in the road
cheering cars to stop for a wash. The hot
and exhausting day resulted in a donation
of $1,127! Thank you APUS Financial Aid
Advising employees!!
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CAN YOU HELP US FIND A LOVING HOME?

Meredith

Dodger

Glen

Kiki

Snickers

Aragon

Buck

Diamond

Meshe

Sammy

HAPPY TAILS
WRAPPED IN LOVE BLANKETS
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BOW WOWS & PURRS
OF THANKS
Wish List Donors

There are so many individuals who donate various supplies, food, litter, linens etc. The list is so large, it
is not feasible to list every person who has donated. The Animal Welfare Society is extremely appreciative
of all those people who have given throughout the year. Thank You.

Service Donors
McKinneys Auto Repair & Service, (AWS car repair); Elizabeth Hostler-Greensburg Bed and Biscuit (dog training); David
Brannon and Son Plumbing; John Miller of Dennis J. Moran and Sons, Inc. (delivery of 2 doors); Scott McNutt- Eden Garden
Construction of Harpers Ferry (donation of door); and Linda Domer (dog training) Barbara Keech Photography (photography
of pets at events for donations to AWS)

Business/ Organization Donors
Mary Sibert - JCP Employees, Martinsburg; Wildwood Middle School; T. A Lowery Elementary School; Mechlenburg Inn
--Pawject BK; CenturyLink; Clarke M. Williams Foundation; City of Ranson Mini-Grant; Glory Days, Applebee’s, Potomac
Family Dining Group; PGPresents, LLC; Kathryn Burns, Bridge Gallery; Barbara Keech Photography; Jefferson Security BankJean Day Fund; Parkersburg Area Community Foundation- Ruth Hornbrook Memorial Grant; APUS Financial Aid Advising,
Benevity Community Impact Fund; United Way of Eastern Panhandle, Allegheny, Frederick, and Summit Counties; IGive.
com; Petco Foundation.
And many thanks to all the businesses, groups and individuals who may have donated to AWS
and may have inadvertently been left out of the above donors.

Angels Come in Many Shapes and Sizes by Jill Bonvillain
On May 27th, we experienced a water crisis at the shelter when the pump control box failed. Being Friday of Memorial
Day weekend, our usual plumbers were unable to even come assess the problem until the following Wednesday. I
contacted V.E. Mauck, only to learn that they were not state certified to work on pumps. They suggested calling David
Brannon & Son.
Mr. Brannon owns and operates a small company. I spoke with his wife and explained the severity of the situation in not
being able to get water to our animals. She said Mr. Brannon was already on a job and booked for the day, but that she
would try to contact him.
I was not very hopeful, so continued to reach out to other companies.
Much to my surprise and delight, Mr. Brannon immediately took time away from his existing job and came to the shelter
to assess the problem. He properly diagnosed the control box failure, drove to pick up the necessary parts, and completed
the repairs.
Mr. Brannon explained to AWS President Bill Dunn, who was onsite, that the pump was near its life expectancy and that
we should plan to replace it soon. Having discussed the age/condition of the pump with the AWS Board prior to this
incident, Bill indicated that we will be replacing the pump in the very near future so that we will not find ourselves in
another crisis. Mr. Brannon’s company will be doing the work for us. Thank you, Mr. Brannon!
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MEMORIALS
In Memory of Jean Long – On Mother’s Day- Laura Kristi Long
In Memory of Rascal, beloved cat- William Binkley
In Memory of Lawrence Stillwell- Mary Lou Stillwell
In Memory of Abigail- Mildred Contrino
In Memory of John Clinton- Phyllis & Fred Tabler
In Memory of Barbara Potts- Norma Gallow
In Memory of Lyle Lilly- Rebecca Friel
In Memory of Bailey- Charles and Ellen McDonough
In Memory of Beverly Whitmore- Middleway United Methodist Church
In Memory of Joey Long, beloved North Jefferson Elementary School dog- Lisa Long
In Memory of Robert Burrows- Dottie and John Kracke
In Memory of Dean Heck- Roger Hudson and Carol D’Angelo
In Memory of their dog, Abby, AWS alumna- Bill and Brenda Eisenhart
In Memory of Bonnie Smith Edwards- Fay Smith Tyler and George Tyler
In Memory of James Close- Charles and Anna Rentzel, Beverly Rinaldi-Alt
In Memory of Adam Deeney- The Deeney Family
In Honor of Anna Mary and Gary Walsh- Anne and Dennis Small
In Honor of Charley- John King
In Honor of Anne Marie Kohlhepp’s Birthday- Jeanne Kushner
In Honor of Roberto Depetris- Richard Kowalczyk, Bharat Komar, Gladys Barrera,
Bobbi Lewis, Mercedes Kremenetzky, Darrell Doll
In Honor of Archibald- Ruben G. Delgado Powell
In Honor of Mina Goodrich for watching their dogs- Kathryn & Donald Henry
In Honor of Gretchen & Opi- Helen & Mitchell Burch
In Honor of Patch, Christopher & Guiseppe – Ann and Tom Trumble
In Honor of Sterling- Jill and Andy Beck, Amy and Benjamin Bray, Celene and
Thomas Beck, Richard Sechinger, Joyce Edwards.
In Honor of Laura Neff’s birthday- Doreen Neff
In Honor of Lucy (adopted 2001)- Patricia Donohue

OCTOBER KITTEN ADOPTION SPECIAL
The Animal Welfare Society of Jefferson County is in dire need to find homes for kittens and cats. This
“kitten season,” which began in late winter and has continued through summer, has left our shelter with
48 kittens. Many have been adopted into loving homes; however, kittens continue
to be surrendered or abandoned at our door. These healthy, frisky, and “cute as a
button” kittens are now ready for their new homes and AWS is offering a discount
for the month of October.
Adoption fees include testing them for feline leukemia and FIV (AIDS),
vaccinations, deworming, ear cleaning, flea checks, spay/neutering, and
microchipping for identification. All of these
services will be provided with an adoption fee
of only $29.99 or 2 for $45.00. A feline assortment
of colors and personalities await your visit to the
shelter. Check pictures either on our website at
www.awsjc.org or on facebook at https://www.
facebook.com/awsjc or call the shelter at 304725-0589.
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ANIMAL WELFARE SOCIETY’S PAWS & CLAWS
HOWL-O-WEEN DINNER AND AUCTION - OCTOBER 29TH
The Animal Welfare Society of Jefferson County is holding its 10th Annual
Paws and Claws Dinner and Auction on Oct. 29th, 2016. The event will be held
at the Hollywood Casino at Charles Town Races Skyline Ballroom from 5:30 pm
-10 pm. Come enjoy an evening consisting of a social hour, delicious buffet, silent
and live auctions and a fun costume contest (costumes optional). All proceeds will
go directly toward the general operating fund of the shelter. Tickets are $50.00
per person. To purchase tickets contact any member of the Board of Directors,
email Ann at annctrumble@yahoo.com or call 304-876-2161. If you’re interested in
becoming an individual or business sponsor of the event or donating an auction
item, please contact Dawn at dmbynaker@gmail.com or call 301-676-8044 or visit
the AWS web site at www.awsjc.org or AWS facebook.

DAY OF CARING
Tuesday, September 13, 2016, was the United Way Day of Caring at the Animal Welfare Society of Jefferson County.
President Bill Dunn started the day off by speaking on WRNR radio about the importance of volunteers helping at
the shelter and how much the United Way has helped the shelter every year.
One of this year’s projects was installing a new vanity in the shelter’s restroom. The United Way enlisted the
assistance of Mitch Thomas to remove the old vanity and install the new one. Glen Griffith volunteered his
services as an electrician to service a fan in the dog
kennel area.
The Bank of Charles Town volunteers (Mary
Bowers, Steven Shaffer, Misty Carter, Angie Staubs,
Renee Pifer, Lisa Weiant, and Stacy Duranko) spent
the day beautifying the grounds at the shelter.
Trimming bushes, weeding, raking and mulching
the flower beds began their day. The rest of the day
they hauled tons of mulch to the dog runs to keep
the area dry during the winter months.
Thanks go out to Mike Anderson of Pizza City,
Ranson for providing pizza for the volunteers.
Thanks, also, to Dixie Dunn, Dottie Kracke, Terri
Abbott, Jane Tarner and Anna Mary Walsh for their
help in organizing, setting up, and also helping with
raking, mulching, and cleaning the shelter vehicles
during the event.
As a small non-profit organization, the help of
volunteers is EXTREMELY important to the operation of the shelter. There is no job at the shelter that can’t use
help from the community, from walking dogs to pulling weeds to mowing the shelter grounds—and many other
duties that seem small in nature but are a tremendous help! No amount of time is too small.
If you are interested in volunteering, please contact the shelter at www.awsjc.org

GRANTS HELP AWS RENOVATIONS

Through the City of Ranson’s Mini Grant Program, AWS was awarded $1,300 for a needed stainless steel veterinary dog
scale for the larger dogs and a stainless steel, heavy-duty commercial grade sink to replace the old sink in the laundry/
kitchen area.
The Ruth Hornbrook Memorial Grant Fund awarded $2,000 for the AWS renovation of the large dog kennels. The money
will be used to purchase an indoor/outdoor stainless steel dog kennel during Phase 2 of the renovation which will begin
late spring early summer.
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If you are already a member, why don’t you invite a friend to join?
Change of Address? Please let us know.
Please enroll me as a member or renew my membership at the level specified below:

 Golden Leash Member $1,000 and over
 Best Friends Member $250 to $499
 Whiskers Club Member $50 to $99

 Silver Tag Member $500 to $999
 Barks and Meows Member $100 to $249
 Regular Member $30

Name _______________________________ Phone ____________________ Email ___________________________
Address _________________________________________________________________________________________
Enclosed is my additional contribution designated for:

I am interested in volunteering my time:

$_________ General Operating Fund (This fund helps keep
		 our doors open so that we can help the many
		 homeless animals who need us.)

_______ Volunteering at the shelter
_______ Helping with fund raisers
_______ Offering professional skills
(please specify)

$_________

Spay/Neuter Fund

$_________

Shelter Capital Campaign and Renovations Fund

__________________________________
_______ Volunteer at Adoption Days at Petco in Ranson

$_________

In Memory/Honor of (please circle):__________

__________________________________________________

_______ Volunteer at Adoption Days at PetSmart
in Martinsburg

(West Virginia residents may obtain a summary of the registration and financial documents from the
Secretary of State, State Capitol, Charleston, WV 25305. Registration does not imply endorsement.)
Please return this portion with your remittance envelope. Thank You.

Sponsor A Dog Kennel Or Cat Cage
And Make A Lasting Impression
Leave your “Paw Print” at the
Animal Welfare Society Shelter
With a donation of $500 or more for a cat cage or a
donation of $1,000 or more for a dog kennel you will
receive a personalized certificate. A sponsor for a
dog kennel or cat cage refers to those donations
that support the care and upkeep of the animals in
the kennels or cages.
_____$500 Donation - Cat Cage
_____$1,000 Donation - Dog Kennel
Contributions are tax deductible to the fullest extent
allowed by law.
Name of Donor____________________________
Phone____________________________________
Address__________________________________

		The Gift
		That Keeps
		on Giving
With your support, the Animal Welfare Society has been able
to help hundreds of homeless, sick, and injured animals. With
your bequest, we can continue to care for these precious animals
even after you’re gone. By remembering the animals in your will,
your gift can live forever for the cats and dogs who need your
help most. If you wish to remember the Animal Welfare Society
in your will, we recommend the following language:
To the Animal Welfare Society of Jefferson County,
Post Office Box 147, Charles Town, WV 25414
I bequeath the sum of ________ and/or (specifically described
property) for the general purposes of the Animal Welfare Society
of Jefferson County.
We appreciate all gifts given in tribute and in memory of
friends and loved ones. To make sure that the family of
those who are being honored or remembered is made
aware of your thoughtfulness, please include the name
and address of the family member. A note will be sent to
them. Without this information, we have no way of
getting in touch with them. Thank you for your help!
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2016 UPCOMING EVENTS

50 gal garbage bags
Low dust Clumping Cat Litter
Kitten Chow • Puppy Chow
Dry Cat Food • Paper Towels
Large Disposable Gloves
See website or Facebook
for a detailed list.
If you receive
duplicate newsletters,
please let us know at
inforequest@awsjc.org

Volunteers
always
welcomed!
ONGOING EVENTS

October 29
		
		
November 27
		
December 3
		
February 11
March TBD
		
April 14 & 15
		
May 12 & 13
		
June 3
		
		

Paws and Claws
Howl-o-ween
Dinner and Auction
Photos with Santa
Tractor Supply, Charles Town
Christmas Parade
Charles Town/Ranson
Valentine’s Day Purrfect Buffet
Rabies Clinic
Tractor Supply, Charles Town
Easter Flower Sale
Domino’s, Shepherdstown
Mother’s Day Flower Sale
Domino’s, Shepherdstown
Bark InThe Park
Jefferson Memorial Park,
Charles Town

Glory Days Dining for Dollars – All Year Long
Applebee’s Dining to Donate – First Thursday of each Month
Each month, based on availablity of animals and committed volunteers, AWS holds adoption events at Petco in
Ranson, and at Petsmart in Martinsburg. Check our Facebook page to confirm where we’ll be and then come on
out. The animals look forward to meeting you!

